
Chandeliers capture 
colors of Corinth^s 
ten new windows 

The facilities of First Church, Corinth, are undergoing change. Outside, 
a new parking lot doubles the off-street parking. New roofing has been plac¬ 
ed on the sanctuary. And the steeple (one of the tallest in the state) has been 
refurbished. Inside the sanctuary, a major face-lift has taken place. Interior 
designer Berle Smith from Jackson, and Mast Construction Company of 
Tupelo have given the sanctuary a completely new look with new car^, new 
colors, new stained glass windows, reworked seating, and a remodel^ pulpit 
area. 

The new stained glass wuidows were designed specifically for First, (Dor- 
inth, by Andrew C. Young of Pearl River Glass Studio, Jackson. Within each 
of tlw ten windows, the traditional beauty of stained glass combines with con¬ 
temporary imagery to capture key moments and personalities of Old and 
New Testament history. TTie brilliant colors <rf the windows are complemented 
by light from three chandeliers, a color scheme of muted blues in walls and 
cushions, and hardwood hues in pulpit and pews. 

“The present renovation is possible because of the vision of a former genera¬ 
tion of First Baptist members. Their foresight led them to build a sanctuary 
38 years ago that is still admired by all who visit," said a church member. 
Ar^tects and designers praise the stately lines while contractors and crafts¬ 
men note the rock steady foundations have kept the building strong and viaUe. 
One designer said, "You would have to travel to the E^t Coast to see church 
buildings of similar architectural design and quality." 

Dennis Smith, the pastor, and the congregation will share the beauty of 
the renovated sanctuary with the people of northeast Mississippi on May 29, 
at 1:30 p.m. in a service of rededication. 
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Historical aomnisslon, SBC 

After cultural revolution, 
Chinese Christianity grows 


By Erich Bridges 

BEIJING, China (BP) — Beijing Council reports at least 7,700 Chris- Cooperative Services International. 
Christian Church offers two forms of tians have been honored as . model Another major Amity project: the 
baptism and serves communion five workers by their work units. new Amity Printing Press, which 

different ways. At Beijing Christian Church, Kan opened in December near Nanjing. It 

Pastor Kan Xueqing smiles when Xueqing says his greatest need is so- is printing Bibles. CTiristian literature, 
asked if the differing traditions clash, meone to “take part of my burden, and other materials of Service to 
“During the Cultural Revolution, take up the task.” At 65, he is the Chinese society. Amity also operates 
when the Gang of Four was in control, youngest member of a pastoral staff a nutrition training project and has 
we had a very, very difficult time,” toiling to meet the needs of more than contributed to a children’s hospital . 
Kan reflects. “In those days we did not i,ooo believers. and a children's mental health center.. • 

know what the next day would bring. , The Three-Self Patriotic Movement 

We di'^n’t even know what the next 10 BlWical ignorance indicating the Chinese church’s 

minutes would bring. The only thing Widespread biblical ignorance in ideals of self-control, self-support, 
a Christian could do was turn to God the churches is another result of the self-propagation) represents (ITiris- 
in prayer. So when the first church dark years. With few teachers and ' tians in dealings with the government 
reopened after this, nobody asked more than 600 students, the 11 Prbtes- at all levels. Because of its drive to 
what denominatiiMi it was. All we tant seminaries now functioning in cM^nize, unify, and register churches, 
thought was, ‘My church has reopen- (Thina struggle to fill the leadership the organization often is accused by- 
ed. I’m going to worship God.’ ” • vacuum. - • . ’ some critics of doing the opposite;— 

Allowed to worship publicly since “We don’t liave time to do graduate of representing government interests. 
1979, the Christian church, like work or research.” says (Ji TingdUO,' Reports persisted last year of ar- 
Chinese society, is in transition; Tran- the 75-year-old vice president of the rests of “house church” believers in 
sition from the guidance of the aging seminary in Beijing. “We’re trying to some areas, as well as official 
faithful, converted during the mis- train workers and get them into the pressure on home meetings to 
sionary era, to the believers of a new field as soon as possible.” • register with church authorities or 
generation. Transition from Meanwhile, the China Christian- conform to strict guideline^ to 
denominationalism to union. Transi- Council works at national and local- church operation, 
tion from the severe repression of the levels to encourage churches thnx^. * From a national perspective, 
past to increasing religious freedom, pastoral work, Christian literature, however, observers of religious 

Inside the more than 4,000 Protes- and Bible publication. Since 1960, the' freedom generally agfee oh several 
tant churches (and tens oif thousands council has printed more than 3.2 things. 

of home worship meetings) now func- million Bibles in C^ina.. First, public respect to the rights 

tioning in Oiina, former Baptists wor- An additional national initiative in- of religious believers has cornea long 
ship beside former Methodists, volving Christians is the J-yekr-old way since the end of the Cultural 
Presbyterians, and Anglicans. Amity Foundation, designed to join Revolution. 

Many Chinese (Christians don’t like Christians with other Chinese — and Second, the government and Com- 
to talk about the Ctdtural Revolution people or organizations from abroad munist Party, while remaining 
of 1966-76. The memories bring pain, —in service to China. The foundation adamantly atheist, have legally reaf- 
But the subject inevitably comes up has sponsored more than 50 foreign firmed Chinese citizens' freedom of 
in any serious discussion of the language teachers at 36 universities religion and apparently have 
church’s recent history. The greatest and institutions. The teachers have acknowledged the futility of attempt 
national tragedy of the postwar come from nine countries and 14 dif- ting to eradicate religion by 
generation, the period saw radtol lef- ferent church-related agencies, in- repression. 

tists seize virtual control of the state, eluding Southern Baptists’ Erich Bridges writes for the E'MB. 
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Editorials 


by Don McGregor 


Associational Eiriplaasis Week 


■' .^•.'>8. 'ii 

Sometimes an almost forgotten en- the pastor’s interests lie He helps the from the time I was eight I became 
tity in Southern Baptist life is the pastor plan and execute programs an interested Southern Baptist wat- 
association. Most of the interest and projects outside the church and cher. I watched my father deal with 
seems to focus on the state convention even inside the church when he is situations as th^r arose. He became 
of the Southern Baptist Ckmvention, needed. a military chaplain during World War 

and the association is there all along The director of missions helps the II; and, in maiQr ways, because of the 
doing its job. * church when the church is witlKNit a unusual circtimstan^ he considered 

Sometimes we seem to get the idea pastor. And he is sort the pastors’ this one of the most vital aspects of 
that the action is in the state conven- pastor. his ministry. 

ti<m programs or the Swthem Baptist jjjg missions work of the associa- After the war, however, he became 

missions efforts. And indeed it is. No ^ion is just as vital as is that of the a directs of association missions. He 
more so, honker, than in the as^ia- gtate convention or the Southmi Bap- was in this work, in the same associa¬ 
tion. In reality, the association is ^ tjgt Convention. The lost in the tion, for 22 years until his retirement, 
glue that sort of holds the whole thing association area are just as lost as are Actually, that association had two 
together. those who are lost in Burkina Fasa staff members, for my mother was as 

May 16 to 22 is Associational Em- association helps the churches in involved as was my father. 

u ^ TWh I never lived in their home 

Convention. It is sponsored by the g^e lost in its area. Hurina this neriod. I watched with in- 

Home Mission Board. . * * . , duni« t^ period, i watcnMwii^ 

There are about 37 000 churches in ^ state convention’s employed terest what was going on. I developed 
theSouthern Ba^iT Conve^ion cadre cannot know toose p^tors ^eeninterest in association work. I 
framework, and it is doubtful that all nearly as weU as the (h^tor of d^lo^ an intense a^ia^ for 
of them would be as active as they are “ able to kijw the woA of the asswiatiw. I b^me 

instateconventionandSouthemBap- ^be^ Tl« ^tablishment of the awareofhowimi^ntitistoopera- 
tist Convention work if it were not for ^thern Bap istCo^ntion (»nnot tions in the Southern Baptist 
the associations’ funneling of the ^now them all. The director of mis- Convention. 

designs and emphases for that work a*®*® knows them. He works with There were associations before 
to the churches in the local He aches with them. He re- there were state conventions or a 

association. joices with them. He is ^re on the southern Baptist Convention. Their 

The association is the closest scene to share their triuinphs and importance has not lessened since 
denominational entity to the chur- He is a part of them. they were first created in 

ches. The director of associational When I was four years of age, my Philadelphia, 
missions knows well each of the father entered the ministry. The next We ne^ them, and we need to sup- 
pastors in his area. He knows where four years were spent in college; but port them. 




Guest opinion . . . 

Baptist beliefs: 
The true temple 


lUU VearS lOr VVMU ByHerscbelHHobbs 

^ “Destn^ this temple, and in three temple area (hieros) but more 

This week marks a highly signifi- particularly so in the three major of- Missionary Union for 100 years of days 1 will raise it up” (J(rfm 2:19). specifically of the Holy of Holies 

cant birthday among Southern Bap- • ferings that are a part of Southern dedicated and significant service to When word reached “the Jews” where God was said to dwell in mer- 

tists. It is the 100th anniversary of the Baptists’calendars every year. The the cause of missions around the (Jewish religious leaders) about cy with his people Jesus intended the 

Woman’s Missionary Union, an Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is for world, and our thanks to that Jesus’cleansing of the temple, they latter meaning; the Jews thought of 

organization that has meant more to foreign missions. The Annie Arm- organization for helping us to keep challenged his authority to do so the former. 

the efforts of Southern Baptists in strong Easter Offering is for home missions in the forefront of our (John 2:18), Apart from themselves Actually the temple area had been 

their mission of witnessing to the missions. And each state has an offer- endeavors. they held that only a prophet, the 46yearsinbuilding(v.20;20-19B.C.- 

world than can ever be measured. ing for state missions. In Mississippi - Messiah, or God himself had such A.D. 27). The entire area was not 

Mississippi Baptists can be proud of it is the Margaret Lackey Offering. “Tlie work of the association is authority.-They did not rec<^nize finished until A.D. 64, six years before 

what has been accomplished by the Southern Baptists must be grateful critical to llfte future and effectiveness Jesus as a prophet (John 7:52), cer- it was destroyed by the Romans. So to 

Woman’s Missionary Union through for the Woman’s Missionary Union. It of missions in the United States, tainly not the Messiah or God. So they the Jews, Jesus’ claim was 

the years; and tliQ'can be proud that has helped us do what we are.doing Everything the Home Mission Board demanded a “sign” (miracle) from preposterous. Even Jesus’ disciples 

the present executive director of the in unmeasured ways, and it keeps us does, we do in some association. Most him to prove his authority. did not understand Jesus’ meaning at 

Woman’s Missionary Union is a native'informed as to what it is we are sup- 
of Mississippi. She is Carolyn posed to be doing. 

Weatherford of House Congratulations to the Woman’s 

Woman’s Missionary Union is 
celebrating its lOOth birthday this 
wedi in Richmond, Va., and the Bap- __ 

tist Record’s Anne McWilliams is ^ /•ayj i 

there to be a part of the celebration X X^XXI 

and to observe it in progress. X 

For these l(X> years, the WMU has - rr a i 

had untold impact on our missions ef- J 

forts. The Southern Baptist Conven 
tion, after all, was organized as a mis 


definite claim to deity, even at this 


Sion operation; and the WMU has WASHINGTON (BP) — American strengthen the moral education behavior by public schools. 
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President Reagan won’t 

niake?ednvention date 

* 

DEIL CITY, Okla. (BP) — President and advisers before making decisions, 
Ronald Reagan will not address the EUiff told Baptist Press. 


The Second Front Page 


Southern Baptist Convention in San 
Antonio, Texas, June 16 because of a 
schedule conflict, announced Tan 
EUiff, chairman oi the SBC Order of 
Business Committee 

The White House informed SBC 
President Adrian P. Rogers that 
Reagan could not accept the invitation 
to speak because he be on a trip 
to Canada at that time, said EUiff, 
pastor of First Southern Baptist 
Church, here. 

The communication from Reagan’s 
office came several days before 
reports circulated that Reagan 
aUegedly consults astrology charts 


‘Obviously any Southern Baptist 
would be gravely conc«iied over the 
involvement of any person in 
astrcriogy,” FJlif f said. *1 am personal¬ 
ly disappointed that the {vesident 
would turn to any source other than 
the Lord God himseU." 

The Order of Business Committee 
does not need to consider rescinding 
Reagan’s invitation to address the 
convention, since the invitation has 
been' decUned, EUiff said. 

Reagan had been invited to speak at 
noon June 16, the final day of the SBC 
annual meeting. The ’Thursday mea¬ 
ning session wiU adjourn at 11:50 a.m., 
EUiff said. 


lapttat 
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WMU, SBC Centennial 

reached on ^‘grand scale 


“Distractions” featured 
in Sunday School lesson 


By Gary 

How much of last Sunday’s sermon 
do you remember? Unless one takes 
and reviews notes, educators estimate 
that one forgets 90-95 percent of aU 
that one hears within 72 hours. The 
chaUenge of making youth Sunday 
School a significant learning ex¬ 
perience requries much more than 
lecture. The junior high Sunday 
Scho(4 Department of Woodland Hills 
Baptist ciiurch in Jackson has ac¬ 
cepted the chaUenge. 

A recent example of this commit¬ 
ment is the preparation of the Life and 
W(wk Lesson, “Distracted Faith,” to be 
taught on Feb. 21. During a weekly 
workers meeting, the department 
leadership looked to the project ap¬ 
proach for planning the upcoming 
large group time. TTie recommenda¬ 
tion there was to display pictures of 
distractions in a young person’s life. 
This gallery of pictures and posters 
culled from school publications, na¬ 
tional magazines, newspapers, and 
personal mementoes were to provide 
visual aids for students to identify 
obstructions to spiritual growth. 


L. Maze 

Under the leadership of department 
director, Mary Ann MuUins, the sug¬ 
gested activity blosstaned into a walk¬ 
ing tour of common experiences. The 
goal was to go direcUy to the ap¬ 
propriate classroom to grow in Christ 
without being side-tracked at one of 
the stations. These stations iiKluded 
high school and cdlege students plead¬ 
ing for the young students’ time and 
attention. Not only were there 
displays representing obviously poor 
choices, but also neutral areas such 
as clothing, shopping, sports, and ex¬ 
tra curricular activities. 

Among the good and bad distrac¬ 
tions were representations of alcohol 
usage, television obsession, por¬ 
nography, gospel music, and a picture 
of Jesus praying with a telephone 
below and a sign asking, “Who ^ you 
talk to?” 

Tteacher Vickie Prather said, “The 
decision was not whether you would 
go that way, but what you would do 
with the choices you face along the 
way.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


- BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Southern 
Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union 
will end a year-long celebration of its 
100 years as an organization May 13-14 
in Richmond, Va., with a graiid-scale 
“Centennial Celebration.” 

More than 11,000 people from 47 
states and 25 countries are expected 
to participate in the festivities. 

The program will focus on the 
1967-68 WMU watchword, “A Century 
to Celebrate, A Future to Fulfill,” and 
scripture, “Remember your leaders, 
those who spoke to you the wmxi of 
God; consider the outcome of their 
life and imitate their faith. Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and to¬ 
day and forever (Hebrews 13:7-8).” 

Four general sessions will be held 
in the Richmond Coliseum. The 
themes of the sessions, slated for Fri¬ 
day evening, Saturday morning, 
Saturday afternoon and Saturday 
evening, are; “Celebrate God’s Call,” 
“Celebrate God’s Creation,” 
“Celebrate (Jod’s Community” and 
“Celebrate God’s Commission.” 

A highlight in the general sessions 
will be a joint commissioning service 
for home and foreign missionaries, 
believed to be the first joint commis¬ 
sioning service in Southern Baptist 
history. There will be 134 home mis¬ 
sionaries and 31 foreign missionaries 
commissioned. 

Handbell choirs, orchestras, 
soloists, and the Foreign Mission 
Board Staff (jhorus will be among 


By Susan Ibdd 

those presenting special music. 

Dramatic moments in WMU 
history will be performed by drama 
groups and individuals. 

Processionals, Olympic Games 
opening-ceremony style, will begin 
each of the four general sessions. The 
indoor parades will include bands, 
horse-drawn buggies carrying 
costumed women representing past 
WMU leaders, costumed biblical 
characters, U.S. and foreign flags. 


banners, and convertibles carrying 
Southern Baptist agency executives. 

Featured speakers during the 
general sessions will include home 
and foreign missionaries, former 
WMU national leaders such as Helen 
Fling and Alma Hunt, and current 
Southern Baptist Convention agency 
executives such as Home Mission 
Board President Larry Lewis and 
Foreign Mission Board President 
Keith Parks. 

(Continued on page 9) 


Brotherhood Commission’s 
Godfrey, wife found dead 


MEMPHIS,Tenn. (BP) — Norman 
Godfrey, 52, Southern Baptist 
Brotherhood Commission first vice 
president, and his wife, Nancy, 53, 
were found dead at their home in 
Memphis, Tenn., May 5. 

Lt. Don HoUie, a Memphis police in¬ 
vestigating officer, said: “Both were 
found in bed apparently dead of gun¬ 
shot wounds, ^ch was shot one time 
with a rifle found on the floor by the 
bed. There was no apparent forced en¬ 
try.” 

Preliminary investigations indicate 
Mrs. Godfrey, who had psychiatric 
problems, shot her husband \yiile he 
slept, then took her own life, police 


said. A final medical examiner's 
report is pending. 

The Godfreys were discovered by 
Commission President James H. 
Smith and their son Richard when 
Godfrey failed to report to work. 

Godfrey, a 27-year employee of the 
Brotherhood (l^ommission, liked to say 
he was a product of Southern Baptist 
missions. He made a profession of 
faith in Christ and was baptized in the 
First Baptist Church of Ajo, Ariz., 
while it was still a mission 
congregation. 

He was educated at Grand Canyon 
College in Phoenix. Ariz., and 
(Continued on page 10) 


William Carey Trustees 
approve further changes 


By Tim Nicholas 


Ftobort MulHns. right, "entices” Miriam Shipp and Shannon Klye into a bad choice along the vray to Sunday School at Woodland 
Hills Church, Jackson, for a special object lesson. 


William Carey College trustees met 
last Friday for more than five hours 
approving a a package of further 
changes in the administration of the 
Baptist school. 

'The first hour was with the trustee 
executive committee meting behind 
closed doors, the second two hours in¬ 
cluded de\elopment board members 
and the Baptist Record, the final two 
hours were with the whole trustee 
board meeting behind closd doors, 
and for a time in what they called ex¬ 
ecutive sessions excluding even Presi¬ 
dent Ralph Noonkester. 

Noonkester has for several months 
been presenting portions of a 
reorganization plan which would 
tighten financial belts to improve cash 
flow. 

In earlier meetings, trustees ap¬ 
proved Noonkester's proposals to 
demote two of the four vice presidents 
and a tuition hike from $99 to $115 per 
semester. 

W.J. Ward, vice president for 


business affairs, was reassigned as an 
instructor in the Schol of Business. 
Milton Wheeler, vice president of stu¬ 
dent development, was reassinged as 
dean of student development and pro¬ 
fessor of history J V McCrory remain¬ 
ed vice presiiient for academic af- 
fairs,and Hugh Dickens, who was vice 
president for development, became 
administrative vice president and 
director of the graduate program in 
educatioihi\»of-February, Ward was 
not on Ute list of faculty to receive con¬ 
tracts "for 1988-89, however, he had 
signed a contract prior to the meeting 
last week 

These moves, according to 
Noonkester, placed all academic and 
all non-academic affairs under con¬ 
trol of one person each. 

In last week’s meeting, trustees fur¬ 
ther demoted Wheeler from dean of 
students to professor of history and 
director of traveel and study abroad 
and gave the deanship to Steve Smith, 
(Continued on oase 9) 









Nominators release list to be presented at SBC 


By Du Martla ! 



r_1_with good Co<^)erative Program giv- 

Wake Fbreat, N.C., was eligiMe but ing and baptisin*. We wanted to avsii 
1 doubling up (appointing more tlum 

Knott declined to say wlqr, except to one person from a church).” 

‘done by the state The subcommittee will naoet in San 

_” Antonio fHior to the 1988 annual 

Other sources on the committee, meeting to make nominatMOS for 

vacancies still left in the report. 

Members of the subcommittee are 
Knott; vice chairman (i^erald David¬ 
son, Arnold, Mo.; William Hann, 
,; Benny Thompson, 
Gary Brink, Bomto, 
'i.; Sarah Maddox, Memphis, 
Ibnn.; Mtmte Lawless, Jasp«; Texas: 
Jane Judy, Luray, Va.; and William 
Warren, Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Du Martin is Baptist Press News 
editor. 

I^ott also declined to comment on — 

iticism of an “executive cmninittee” I baptist^, 

i aoDointed prior to the March | Van Winkle 

Church Mding doors. 

theater seats. 

Furnishings & 

Pew Uphoistery 

Box 501, Fulton. MS. 38843 
In MS. Toll Free 1-800 -624-9627 

W» r«mod«l 4 paint 


tee on committees and whether you believe in the inspiration board at Southeastern ^^mina^^ 

committee. At 20,000 atemhers, the of Scripture The issue rests on r_L. *'• * 

convention is reprsaSBied on the whether or not you have been in the was replaced. 

Foreign and Home «^ons boards struggle with them since 1979.” Ilif: 

and the Sunday Sdnal board. At Boswell also said conservative note it was “ 

25,000 members, it is cntHled to full leaders were involved in the representatives. 

representation. nominating process and told of bow <--- 

Knott, an attomsy who formerly committee members mentioned con- however, said Norman was not 
was an assistant U.S. attorney in tacting conservative leaders, who are renominated because he had been in 
Raleigh, declined to diseuss the inner not on the committee, about their dispute with the chairman of 
workings of the committee, or recommendations. Southeastern’s trustees, Robert D. 

specifics <rf the appointments. He Ponder said the nominees he and Crowley of Rockhill, Md. Specifics Orange, ^Uf, 

defended the decision of the commit- his fellow Florida cormnittee member were not available. ^ ’ 

tee to meet March 17-18 in executive had agreed upon were “unilaterally” “We nominated everybody elM who Mich 
session. rejected because the first slate was was eligible for renomination,” Knott 

“Suggestions we should have met in not acceptable to a Florida conser- said, “even people who are 
open session are ridiculous,” he said, vative leader. theologically different from the main 

adding it would have been very dif- Knott declined to respond, saying: thrust of the convention. If they irore 
ficult to carry on the work of the com- “I am not going to talk about that. I eligible, they were renominated.” 
mittee, especially “when we were have no hard feelings about it. Knott also declined to comment on 
talking about people’s personal lives.” Everybody has to be led by the (Ho- criticism of an “executive cMtunittee 
He declined to respond to criticisms ly) Spirit.” he appointed prior to the March 

voiced by three members of the Earlier, Knott said convention meeting. Boswell said the Knott- 
nominating committee who have politics were not part of the considera- appointed subcommittee established 
charged the committee violated the tion, because theology, not politics, operating procedures with disregard 
Peace Committee, was orchestrated was the standard for committee for pre^dously established functions 
and concentrated on denominational nominations. “I dwiT believe there has and policies and screened nominees 
politics more than Jesus CSirist. been political involvement. I believe to determine their theological and 
Three members — a pastor, a the whole controversy has been political orthodoxy, 
layman and an evangelist — all have theological and not political.... The Knott praised the nine-member 
spoken out publicly about the work of idea of a political struggle — I committee for its work in the nomina- 
the committee: Jimmy Towers, disagree with the whole concept.” tions process. “I couldn’t have done it 
pastor of Crossroads Church in San Knott said he saw his involvement without them,” he said. “I have a law 
Antonio, Texas; Raymond Boswell, an as “purely service to the Lord. Half of practice to run.” I named them almost 
insurance executive from Shreveport, the people in the committee were immediately after the (St. Louis) con- 
La., and James Ponder, a Jackson- laypeople and for us there is no career vention. Of course, it didn’t become of- 
ville, Fla., evangelist. enhancement, no political payoff. I do ficial until we met and the whole com- 

Towers said nominations he made what I do to serve the Lori; there is mittee elected them.” 
were rejected because of SBC politics, no reward in it.” Knott Mid he sought geographical 

He said members were more con- Knott declined to comment on balance in naming the group, as well 
cerned about whether nominees were much of the work of the committee, as appointing womOn, pastors, and 
“committed to the changes” and ‘1he saying it had adopted a policy it would laypeople to it. 
cause” in convention ^litics than not talk about its processes. “I divided up the states and gave 
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NASHVILLE (BP) Members of pe„ngylvaiu«.S<iuth Jersey received a nomine* 
the Southern Baptist Conventions Ex- , term to expire in ism. Danny m crow, 
ecutive Committee and four boaris — pastor of Pittsburgh church. Pittsburgh 
Foreign Mission Board, Home Mis- Nevada received a nominee with a t^to a 

Sion Board, Sunday School Board, and Las wgas 

Annuity Board — have .been Nominees, with terms to expire in 1992 . replac- 
nominated by the SBC Committee on Ing members ineligible for renomination because 
Nominations. ^ 

Representation is in staggered 

terms to preserve the balance and replacing Carolyn MiUer of Huntsville; 
rotation system. waiter S. Ibmme Jr, pastor of Capitol Hill 

In order to serve, the nominees Metropohun chmx*, vttahingtoa replacing Ahm 

must be elected by messengers to the ° , homemaker and 

1988 annual meeting. mnnber of First church. Baton Rouge. La, replac 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE '76 members. In- mg John Sullivan of Shreveport, R. Kenny Spain, 
eluding six new representatives): pastor of Evergreen church. Cadillac. Mich., 

24 nominatiora considered; IS new members, 9 replacing Roger Brink of Warren; Russell Bush 
reiKiminations Jr., a retired deuUsl aud paster af Main Street 

TWO of the nominee* from new conventior* will church, Hattiesharg. Ml**., replacing Ihmmy 
have terms expiring in 1919 Nominated from New King af Columbia; 

ErglandisJamesC.Widetnan, pastor of Screven Jerry D Brown, a truckstop operator and 
Memorial church, Portsmouth, N.H Nominated membrc of E^imanuel Southern church, E Anond . 
from New York is David T Button, a broadcast ex- Okla.. repipcing Dan & Hobbs of Norman. Ftarreat 
ecutive and member of Calvary church. Canton M Whittington, a city engineer and member of 
TVo of the nominees will have terras expiring Immanuel church. Florence, S.C., replacing John 
in 1990. Nominated from Alaska is Judson D. C. Cothran of Greenville, and T.C. Pinckney, a 


R. Cushing of Gadsden, Alan J. Thompson, pastor 
of Valley Heights church. Phoenix. Ariz.. replac¬ 
ing Nannie Lou Crotts of Phoenix; 

Leon Hyatt Jr, church extension director of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention and member of First 
church. Pineville, replacing W.N. Prather Sr. of 
Eunice: Ihrry L. WIBtams. paslar af Meadawvirw 
rharrh. Surfcville. Ml**., replacing W.W. Walley 
of Waynesboro; Paul Lewis Brooks, pastor of First 
fiiurch, Kaytown, Mo., fcpLicins; Jim E Ji fTr;.--; 
of SpringTield; 

Ronell L. Owensby. pastor of First church. 
Cowpens. S.C., replacing Jim Carpenter of Seneca, 
Jack C. Parrott, pastor of Black Oak Heights 
church. Knoxville, lann., replacing Carroll C. 
Owen of Nashville; Paige Patterson, president of 
Criswell College and associate pastor of First 
church. Dallas, replacing Robert E Smith of 
Weslaco, lYxas; and Mrs Clifford W. (Phyllis A.) 
Randall, a homemaker and member of 
Blacksburg church. Blacksburg, Va., replacing 
Martha Rhodes of Grafton. 

Nominated to a term to expire in 1999 is Mark 
R. Patton, pastor of First Southern church. 
Tbpeka, Kan., replacing Harold E. Hallock of Lin¬ 
coln. who resigned. 

Nominated to aterm to expire in 1919 is Paul 
Steven Hardy, pastor of Holly Hill church. Burl¬ 
ington, N.Q., replacing Mrs James F Dalton, of 
Asheville, who died 

(Ckxitinued on page 5) 


'will name a replacement to fill the unexpired term 

— to expire in 1990 — of Thomas A. Hinson who 
moved from West Memphis. Ark. 

Nominated to second terms are Jerry A. 
Passmore. Pensacola, Fla.; John T. Tippett Jr, 
Savannah. Ga.; David T Gray. Radcliff. Ky.; IhiTy 
L. Davis. Ocean City. Md., Wallace E. Jones. 
Bridgton. Mo., Julian M Motley. Durham. NU.; 
Doyle J. Collins, Roseburg. Ore., Kenneth L. 
Mahanes, Dayton. Ohio, and J.:-? B Waruiok, 
Knoxville. 'Ibnn 

FOREIGN MISSION BOARD (99 members, in 
eluding 4 new state representatives): 28 nomina¬ 
tions considered, 19 new members. 9 
renomina tions. 

Pennsylvania-South Jerseyb nominee, with a 
term to end in 1999, is Mrs Ray (Karol) Wise, a 
pastor's wife and member of Elk church. St. 
Maryk, Pa. Nevada^ nominee — with a term to 
end in 1990 — is Hoyt A Savage, pastor of Fbothills 
mission of First Southern church. Las Vegas. 
Alaskah nominee — with a term to expire in 1991 

— is Rodney Gene Duncan, a public school teacher 
and membrc of Cross Roads church. North Pole 
New Yorkk nominee — with a term to expire in 
1992 — is Roger W Knapton. pastor of Lincoln 
Avenue church. Endicott 

Nominees, with terms to expire in 1991, replac¬ 
ing members ineligible for renomination include 
Miss Mary Hunter, assistant director of admis¬ 
sions at Auburn University and member of 
Lakeview church. Auburn. Ala., replacing Harrell 


THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
Producer ol Fiberglass Church Products 
Call or srrlte lor Irse catalog 


J J nBERCLASS 
J/ SPKIALTItS 
INCORPOIIATED 


(^lusod About Lite Inturanco? 
Why not buy th9 most IHo insursne* 
for tho l9«9t smcMint ol money? 
Example: Mslo, 60, non-smokor 

$100,000 

For only $32.56 por mo. 

Call bon Mahaftey 
9:30am to 4:30pm ET Mon.-FrI. 
Toll Fra# 1-600467-5492 
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Clo^^jC,i Burkes, Holland to rec 
honors from Mississippi Colleg 


Thursday, May 12. 1988 


CLINTON — Jerry Glower of Yazoo 
City, lay leader of the Southern Bap¬ 
tist Convention, humorist and author, 

featured speaker 
the Mississippi 
^ ? CoU^ oommence- 

^^^^^^^^^ment program on 


A native of Amite County, Miss., of the Mississippi State Senate 
Glower is a member of the Grand Ole representing District 29. 

Opry and has made numerous ap- An ordained Baptist minister, 
pearances on top television and radio Burkes has served as pastor of the 
shows. He is a leading album seller Bolton Baptist Church fra* the past 21 
for MCA Records, and has written years. He served as moderator of the 
three books — Ain’t God Good, Let the Hinds-Madison Baptist Association. 
Hammer Down, and Life Holland, a native of Vossburg in 
Everlaughter. Clarke County, Miss., was graduated 

Gower is a graduate of Southw^t from high school in Greene County 
Mississippi Junior College and and in 1924 entered Pearl River Junior 
Mississippi State University. He is a College in Poplarville where he serv- 
member of the deacon council at the ed as president of his class. He 
Clower . In addition to and Charles Z. Holland of Clinton, First Baptist Church, Yazoo Qty, and transferred to Mississippi Ctrilege and 
delivering the commencement ad- retired Baptist minister, business- is an active lay preacher. earned the bachelor of arts degree in 

dress, Clower will also be awarded the man, and still active in community Burkes, a native of Philadelphia, history in 1929. 
honorary doctor of letters degree by and church activities. Burkes will Miss., was graduated from Arlington After receiving his baccalaureate 
the collie. Commencement is set to receive the doctor of laws degrees. High School. He earned the bachelor degree, Holland served for two years 

begin at 2 p.m. in the A. E. Wood Coli- while Holland will be awarded the of arts degree and the master of as principal of Mantee High School 

seum on campus with degrees going doctor of divinity. education degree from Mississif^i before entering Southern S«ninary to 

to 557 individuals. It is the lartaest Awarding the diplomas will be College He also holds the master of prepare for the ministry. He earned 

graduating class in the history of the Lewis Nobles, president of the Coile^ divinity degree from New Orleans the bachelor of divinity degree from 

college Of the 557 degree recipients, 353 will Seminary. ^ Southern Baptist College 

Receiving honorary degrees along receive undergraduate degrees, 86 Currently Chief of Staff, Head- A past president of Clarke College, 
with Gower will be Major Genotil graduate degrees, eight the education quarters, Mississippi Air National Holland^served as pastor of First 
Wayne O. Burkes of Ginton, Baptist specialist degree, and 110 the doctor Guard, Burkes began his military Church, Newton, for three years 
pastor, civic leader, state senator, of jurisprudence degree from the career in 1951. Active in community before joining the Mississippi Baptist 
military officer, and businessman; School of Law. and political affairs, he is a member Convention as director of promotions. 

He later returned to the pastorate, ser¬ 
ving nine years as pastor of the First 
Church, Canton, followed by 19 years 
as pastor of First Church, Jonesboro, 


Burkes 


institution. 


Backstrom Stained Glass 


Stained. Etched, A Beveted 
GUm 


Agency nominations announced 


Holland is a past president of the 


HiUschurch.OkUhoinaCily, replacing J Thomas . , - ^ 

Tterry of Shawnee: Richard Keihim. minister of Arkansas Baptist Convention. He was 
educatioo/outreach at Laurel church, Greenville, a member of the committee that 
S.C., replacing Lloyd E. Batson of Pickens; 

William David Henard III, pastor of First 
church. lawrenceburg. Ihnn.. replacing Earl C. 

Davis of Memphis; Robert M. Cheek, retired 
pastor and member of First church, Jasper, Ihxas, 
replacing Thomas M. Chism of El Paso; R. 

Richard Kirgan. pastor of First church, Lindale, 

Thxas. replacing Moraine George of Dallas; and 
Ibmmy J. Ihylor, pastor of London Bridge church. 

Virginia Beach. Vs., replacing William G. Hurt of 
Hampton 

Nominated to a term to expire in UW is EUhvard 
H. Peery Jr, pastor of Green Hills church. 

LaHabra. Calif., replacing Jeff & Sanders of 
Canoga Park, who moved. Nominated to a term 
to expire in INOis Allen F Harrod pastor of First 
chur^ Bellevue, Ky., replacing Raymond Eugene 
Lawrence of Mayfield, srho moved 

The nominating committee subcommittee, when 
it meets in San Antonio, will nominate a replace¬ 
ment to fill the unexpired term — to expire ^ UW 
— of Richard E Francis of Truasville. Ala., who 


Ministers and Church and Denominational Employees 

Are you retiring soon? The Annuity Funding Rate for 
all Annuity Board retirement plans changes to 8.5% 
August 1.1988. 

This affects everyone who retires a/fer June 30.1988. 
Call toll-free 1-800>262>0511 for more information. 


A.B. Culbertson and Company 

Invites your INDICATION OF INTEREST FOR 
RRST MORTGAGE CHURCH BONDS 

Trinity Baptist Church, San Antonio, TX 

10.S5% 

Interest PsyaMe Semiannually tty Check 
This annourKement it neither an offer to tell rtor e tolicitetion 
of an offer to buy. All offers are made by proapcctus only. 


These bonds may be placed in a self-directed Culbertson 
IRA. Transfers and rollovers accepted, in most cases. 


For further information, call collect or tend this ta 
—I — I Christy H. Overby, Account Executive 
A.B. Culbertson and Company 
t Investment Bankers ^ 

il I 309 Mockingbird Lane 

Madison, 39110 lyI 

(601)856 9136 LCJSJ 


Name 


Street 


Clty3tate,Zip 
Telephone Na 







Many kites are for sale at the Phramane Grounds in Bangkok, Thailand, the big kite-flying center in the capital 
city. (Photo by Maxine Stewart) 
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like kites? 


By Maxine Stewart 

Kite flying is one of Thailand’s times as long as a football field!) and 
oldest sports, dating back to more about 300 yards wide. The “LOM. 
than 700 years ago. In Thailand, kite WAO” (kite winds) sweep freely 
flying is today a sport demanding across this area during the kite 
great skill. It is officially recognized season of late February, March, and 
by the Thai Sports Association. early April. 

On some kites, a piece of ribbon is In 1967, Thailand hosted her first In- 
attached which vibrates in the wind, temational Kite Festival. It appeared 
producing a musical sound. to be a great success with par- 

A popular kite in Thailand is the ticipants from 6 countries. Colorful 
diamond-shaped fighting kite called kites of all shapes and sizes delighted 
the CHULA (‘male’ kite) and the a large crowd gathered at Jomtien 
PAKPAO (‘female’ kite) which Beach at Pattaya, just beyond the 
became popular in the reign of King Baptist Christian Conference center 
Chulalongkom. This kite is about a on the Gulf of Thailand, with an ex¬ 
foot square, fast, nimble, easy to cellent performance in the sky during 
make and cheap. With the string of the full three-day festival, 
the kite coated with ground glass and Thailand’s cobra kite, which 
hardened glue, it is maneuvered so measured 520 meters long and a 
that its strings cuts the strings of string of 699 meters long, is said to be 
other kites. the longest kite in the world. 

It is said a fighting kite flyer can be As I walked through the Phramane 
easily spotted by the tell-tale band- Grounds in Bangkok, one kite-flying 
aids on his fingers, his sunburned day, I wondered — out of all the 
cheeks, sunglasses, and the bamboo thousands of people gathered there 
pole beside him in case he has to run for the cool refreshing breeze and the 
after his own kite. We have a ‘Charlie entertainment — how many of them 
Brown’ problem in Thailand — kite- knew God — the Source of the wind, 
eating trees! the One who could cause them to‘soar 

During the reign of King higher than a kite’ in their hearts if 
Chulalongkom (1868-1910) the kite they should come to know and accept 
competition was held at the him. 

Phramane Grounds (as it is today), Maxine Stewart is a missionary in 
an area more than 700 yards long (7 Thailand. 


One of the kites at the International 
Kite Festival in Thailand gets off the 
ground. (Photo by Maxine Stewart) 


God will always^ love you 

(>od will always love you, and I’ll always try. 

But you need to remember that I didn’t die 
I didn’t die ’cause I loved you; I didn’t die for your sin. 
But Jesus Christ did and he would do it again. 


Sometimes you may think that (lod doesn’t care 

But you should know that (Sod is always there 

He loves you when you’re sick, he loves you when you’re poor. 

And every day God loves you a little bit more. 

It’s not too late, you still have time 
But only because Clod’s mercy is ail divine. 

He has given you time and wants to forgive your sin. 

But first of all you must love and trust him. 


A tree “eats a kite’’ at the 
Phramane Grounds in Bangkok, 
'Thailand. (Photo by Maxine Stewart) 


-Scott Kensey, age 16 
RA at First Church, Sharon 
Laurel 



© 1968JI. Peterson 


By Ralph Peterson 

Chn you name the numbered areas? Fill in the first letters of the answers 

by each number. 

_ 1 . The Grand Canyon lies in the northern part of this state, and much 

of the western part is desert. 

__ 2. This New England state is the easternmost state in the country. It is 

famous for its lobsters. 

_ 3 . This Great Lake forms the eastern shore of Michigan and its waters 

touch Ohio to the south. 

_4. This is the smallest state. It was here that the Baptists built their first 

churches and religious freedom was introduced. 

_5. This state is famous for its potatoes. 

_6. 'The gold rush of 1849 took place in this state. 

_7. This state lies to the east of Mississippi. Its capital is Montgomery. 

Now read the letters in the blanks downward. They should spell “AMERICA." 

Answers: 

BUieqBiv L biujojiibq 9 
oqBpi s puBisi apoqn > aua C auiBW Z Buozuy I 


Who wrote it? 


Match the Bible quotation with the man who wrote it 


ary kept all these things and 
pondered them in her heart. 


1. David (Psalm 23:4) 


sk, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find, knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. 


2. Luke (Luke 2:19) 


ea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil. 


3. Matthew (Matthew 7:7) 


Answer 


Pen Pal Club 


Anyone, ages 6 through 12, who 
wishes to meet a Pen Pal through 
the Baptist Record may do that by 
sending name, address, age, and 
name of church. Names will be 
listed monthly on the Children's 


Write me! 


Kristy Mitchell 
Rt. I, Box 127-G, 

Plcayiuie, MS 39466 
Age 9 

Flat Top Unity Baptist Church 
I like to sing and dance. 


Kristen Palmertree 
4 Highland Square, 

(Clinton, MS 39056 
Age 9 

McHTison Heights Baptist Church 
I like to swim. 
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Devotional 


by Anne Washburn McWillfams 


Parents and children 


By Frank H. Thomas, Jr 

E«o. day begins and ends With vide. way. He will shew yon how you me to do Ard show me the way to Hnd 
decisions. What will I wear to work? can manage. Just pray about it.” your message.” • mention of the re lationship between parents and tneu- cmidren. This necessan 

uru.ve T un.iv.is . ■■■■■■te* W mvolvcs two different dircctions Of rclatioiTships. The 

ivOs «tiii T laoiriA firsfi What tima will “Well, I know Mama woiTies when lmmedia\ely I picked up the Sun- first direction is that of parents toward their children. The 

t KaHt nrtsan I hacitato awn nuar ^ ^ 3 ^-I think I Shouldn’t cause day School quarterly next to the Bible second is the relationship children toward their parents. 

^ u concern.” ^ decidetl to study the next Sun- This week, let us have a lo<* at the direction of parents 

^aU choK^. (I probably won^W ..j think you can feel better about day’s lesson, about Ab raham . t^ard their, children. 

Rut ^ safety of your loved ones and first verse that met my eye was lyiese are ^ys in which unprecedented numbers of cases 

yourself if you are obedient, than if Genesis 12:1 (NIV). It might as well of child abuse and neglect are being reported. Child abuse 

disobedient to God,” Joan have had neon lights around it, for and neglect are tragedies which happen not just somewhere 

inii tn/In honor novt God s Command to Abraham had else in major cities in our country, but they happen also 

wrong choice, I’U try to do better next ^ searched my Bible his command to me: “Leave ^ here in Mississippi. God has given our children to us for 

‘"Lme decisions are harder than the for direction. I kept remembering a n«TI!Juta!Tw^sL’y^"’’ k. ?r» the pi^e of raising them to become mature, responsi- 
litHoovorvHav Ano« <tiirh a nno I far vorse from Isaiah 55: “My “ ^ ‘ ble adults. How are we to make that possible in our homes? 

ed last l^J^ber. Joan Peterson caU • • ^haU accranplish and I want The following Sunday, when Alice The biblical word for that task, according to the King James Version, is 

ed me from Pensacola to sav she had ** h)> prosper everywhere I send Smith was teaching that lesson, she nurture In Ephesians 6:4, fathers are encouraged not to provoke their children 
bee nv ted to so with a World ^ h^itated. Maybe the “Mike- asked, “Is there something God wants to wrath but to bring them up in the nuture and admonition of the Lord. Nur- 

I itJLIii W Mi«!inn tpjim In to-travel” part of me was quoting that, you to do? WiU you be obedient, as was ture is a parental quality which takes into account the well-being and the needs 

Southeast Asia She felt definitelv God However, I could not ignore instruc- Abraham? ” She was saying that to of children. This includes all of the needs of children when they are smaller 
dirprfina hpr tn 0 n and hp tions in my Urtng Bible: “When you everyone, but it was like a dart shot A human infant is as helpless as any helpless person and more helpless than 
Sim^SSluionlSto in^ m^ need to make a decision, read James at me. most other kinds of living animal infants. 

also -ri DUTDOse^would be to witness 3.” In that chapter, a few lines stood Nothing could 1 do but say yes, Nurture is not negotiable if we are to raise children successfully. Without 
throuBh the s^n and orinted word fyP®: y®“ 'f bothered me dreadfully to nurture, our children will be impoverished and neglected The needs for nur- 

Sk^Joan ^nds more time in *^"0^ God wants you to do, ask have to spend that much money for a ture include the basic needs for food, shelter, clothing, and for compani. n- 
nraver than ^cUcaUv anvone I *»»»"• ^nd he will gladly tell two-week trip. Then a chapel speaker ship of a family. In the companionship of a Christian family, parents must 
knt^ I usuallv listen when she has you .... But when you ask him. be at the Baptist Building Bobby teach children how to make relationships. They must teach children alv it 
somethini? to sav But this time I sure that you reaUy expect him to tell Williamson, pastor. Park Place the meaning of life in this world, and they must teach the children spirit, l 

“ you_If you don’t ask with faith. Church, said the right words at the truths. Another word for nurture may be discipline and/or instruction. N r- 

“Wp wpnt In mnst of thnsp don’t expect the Lord to give you any right time: “How much does it cost to ture for children is to a large degree teaching, 

nipple »wn vpars aoIT Ppnnip uHii solid answec” Send a missionary? How much does The Bible is very clear in Deuteronomy 6 about the need for parents to te; n 

Slink I’m ouf of mv mind ” ^ ' Some neoDle are skeptical of letUng ^ ‘‘®«P ** missionary on the their children the things of the Lord in the morning, in the evening, and t 

..v j u D Ki t field’’Does it matter? If only one soul any and every other time of the day. Our responsibility to teach our childi ji 

“Y«. but God must have something a Bible fall open at random, to find to Christ as a result of that the things of the Lord and how to live in his world is not a one-time ass, i- 

elM for us to do ■„ .p, ® t “h hr missionary’s efforts, is that not worth ment. It is a continuous assignment which lasts well into adulthood. Ad It 

“Youkn^tha whenWO wassoiU (0.^ wnter called that “biblical w^n place monetary children often need the teaching and the nurture of their parents, 

lasty^r I^idl wouldnotgosofar i^lette”) I was nrtso sure that was “f^P"n®une s^” So parents, we get off on the ^ foot with our children “hen we provr e 

I AnWfhi- h/w/T H/w>'/ 1 pH f/> mairp them to wrath, abuse them, injuTC them, or neglect them. Let US be tiTK 0 

/ to the spirit and the letter of the scripture when wHpend time with our childr 

tnp” (I did and he,^mediately em nght here before m^ in^fames 1 was a trip of inore^n 35.«» m^ m nurture them, care for them, love them with all of our heart, mind. soul, a d 

co^gedi^todowha^rlfeltthe a challenge: If I didnt Wi^ I ^s Janu^. (I ve ^n w^ mg ah^t i strength, and teach them the unsearachable riches of our Lord by word i ,d 

Lorf want^metodo.) going togetthe ai^. then hadtet- off and on smre^n.) ^ by d^. When our chUdren are strong, healthy, and happy, then we can sm c 

• T ^ ^ ? K H f ^ knowing that we have done our job as God would have it done. 

^ .. ^ifyouwill.t^methroughyour other decisions also? Each day of the ^ Jackson. 

If God wants you to go, he will iMt>- Word, in exact words, what you want (Continued on page 9) 


Letters to the editor 


Dr Drummond. Southern Baptists 
will find in him integrity and convic¬ 
tion, and the students and faculty will 
find a godly friend. 

Mickey Dalrymple, pastor 
Pairview (?hurch 
Ckilumbus 


able to see. She is seeing a little now. ing the issues facing Southern Bap- 
But this type of surgery can take tists. I have not yet received the vital 
years for the sight to develop. information on such issues from the 

Thank you for letting others know SBC 'Today or the Baptist Record, 
about this ray of hope. 'IMd Bowen 

Ann Franklin Belden Baptist Church 

Florence Belen 


Joanna A. Pruitt 
Cki-chairnfan 
(Centennial Steering 
Committee 
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WMU centennial 

names in the news to be televised 


Grady ShcfTMd was honored for having completed forty years as a deacon in Ray¬ 
mond Church, Raymond. He has served many times as chairman arKf for the past 
ten years as deacon family ministry coordinator. 

Pictured are Sam Mason, pastor; Grady and Etva Sheffield, Thad Owens, chair¬ 
man of deacons. 


Pflgrim Rest, Crystal Springs: May 
19-22; John G. McCall, evangelist; 11 
a.m. Sunday and 7 p.m. nightly; G. P. 
Bufkin, pastor 

Lone Oak, West Houit: May lo-is, 
Sunday services, IJft.m. and 6 p.m.; 
Mon.-Thurs., 7 p.m.; Mike Warren, 
evangelist; Tim Lodm, pastor; Lone 
Oak has added four by letter during 
the month of April. 

West Poplarville, Hwy. 26 West, 
Poplarville: May 16-20; Jerry Smith, 
pastor, La Belle Haven, Memphis, 
evangelist; services, 7 p.m. each 
night. 

Lynn Ray Road, Petal: May 16-20; 
T(»nmy Childress, Snow Springs, 
Adairsville, Ga., evangelist; The 
Florida Boys in concert, May 15. 
7 p.m.; Emmett Boone and Bill 
Partridge are the pastors. 

Union. Rt. 4. Forest: May 15-18; 
Sunday, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.; Mon.- 
Wed., 7 p.m.; James Milner, pastor. 
Forest, evangelist; Tom Fox, Steele. 

Deerbrook, Highway 338 East, 
Brooksvillc: May 16-18; services, 7:30 
each night; Bill Vauglm, missionary 
to Latin Amoica, Visiting evangelist; 
Mrs. Margaret McElhenney, Colum¬ 
bus, musician, D. R McElhenney, Col¬ 
umbus, song leader; Homer Ramage, 
pastor. 

First, Glendale, Hattiesburg: May 
15-21; homecoming, May 15, services, 
Bible study, 9:45 a.m., worship, 11 
a.m., dinner after service, fruit <rf 
Glendales ministry, 1:30 p.m., wor¬ 
ship 7 pm.; May 16-21, V p.m. night¬ 
ly; Cliff Estes, evangelist; Dallas 
Rayburn, song leader; Billy Skinner, 
pastor. 


Churches adopt annuity plan 

The following churches have adopted the Expanded Annuity Plan 
since those reported in the April 7 issue of the Baptist Record: Copiah: 
Bethel; George: Shady Grove; Hinds-Madison: North Jackson and 
Trace Ridge; Jackson: Parkway; Jeff Davis: Old Hebron; Jones: Fair- 
field; Lamar; FBC Hattiesburg; Lauderdale; Fifteenth Avenue; 
Lawrence; Arm and Faith; Lebanon: Maybank and South 28th Avenue; 
Neshoba; Neshoba and Salem; Pearl River: New Palestine; Pik^: FBC 
McComb; Simpson: Gum Springs; Union County: Opk Hill; and Yazoo; 
Concord. , 



We specialize in Church Vans, both 12 and 15 
paissenger. We sell to all churches for factOfy^P.^.-plus 
$145.00 for service. We also carry used Vans. Call for 
more information. Ask for Reggie Frierson. (601) 
798-8682. 

RS. We also have a special lease plan for the clergy 
on any Ford, Lincoln, or Mercury. 

Dub Herring Ford-LIncoln - Mercury 


Picayune, MS 39466. 


BAPTIST BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Graceville, Florida 

“Equipping the Called” 

BBI is a unique Southern Baptist theological 
institution, owned by the Florida Baptist 
Convention, but open to all evangelicals. 

The curriculum gives a strong background in 
Bible, practical theology, religious education, 
church music, and Greek. A general education 
core is required for diplomas and degrees. 

Degrees in theology, religious education, and 
church music require 130 semester hours. 
Diplomas require ^;hours. 

Ministers who attend BBI find placement in the 
tri-state churches: 

Florida churches employ approximately 600 graduates. 
Alabama churches employ approximately 400 graduates. 
Georgia churches employ approximately 200 graduates. 

If you have answer.ed God’s call to service, 
answer God’s call to study am^prepare. Attend 
BBI and graduate to greater service! 

For more information, write or calk 

Dean - 

Baptist Bible Institute 
1306 College Drive 
Graceville, FL 32440 
(904) 263-3261 

Accredited by the Southern Aiwiciation of Colleges and Schools 


EQUITABLE’S ULTIMATE 
100 % 

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 

Companion 700 High Option Plan 
Helps pay for what Medicare doesn’t pay — Benefits for: 

• Hospital, nurses and Hrst three pints of blood. 

• All Medicare, Part A, deductibles for hospitalization 

• 100% of eligible hospital charges beyond Medicare, 
Part A, for an additional 365 days 

• Physicians and Surgeons expense benefit, payable in 
or out of hospital 

• Skill Nursing Home or Extended Care Facility 

• Prescription Drugs & Medicines at Home (E>4srsemcnt-n) 

For Full Information Phone 924-4442 

Or Fill out Coupon and Mail to: 

Equitable Life and Casualty Ins. Co. 
: Huttbn insurance Agency 

P. O. Box 20257, Jackson, MS 39209 


Street 

Clty__ 

Phone 


UndcrwiiUcn by Equitable Life and Caaaatty laa. Co. 








Carey Trustees approve changes 


(OoaUiit^ fiPM page 3) Carey’s School of Nursing. Trustees, of SO dormitory beds were filled at the 

formerly director and ch apla in , who are not covered by liability in- nursing school, said that the contract 
Noonkester said be woidd hire another surance, had been threatened by between Carey and Southern Baptist 

persaa aa BSC d i r ector with Smitfa'k lawsuit by the students at the school Hospital would be renegotiated for the 

iliiliiiifaiiagpliiMii ItjliiThf i maiBfl who had failed a required course. Ad- Hrst time since 1977. He said the 

ing area. ditionaUy, Joan McConnell, dean of hospital would no longer be f 

Alsodemoted was Bekke Ray from the nursing program, and most of the “pa^ve, benevolent landlord.” He 

dean of wenten to hostess and foculty had resigned “in protest over also said the percentage of Baptist ecutive secretary of the Woman's MiS' 

recruiter of dorm and commuting the college’s gross lack of attention to students in the program is “small.” sionary Union of Mississippi, 

students. national accreditation standards for Concerning accreditation, Barbara 

Trustees approved a position of the School of Nursing,” according to Johnson said the library in New 

d ir ector of student activities to be fill- McConnell in a letter to the Hat- Orleans and on the other two earn¬ 
ed by Aug. L tiesburg American. puses is a problem and that accredita- 

Noonkester Udd the Baptist Record Noonkester introduced to the tion is necessary for graduates to take 

that the moves put him “in a very dif- tnistees Barbara Johnson a new nur- their board exams. Noonkester said 

ficult poisition, but I do what I have sing dean he had hired and noted “this board certainly intends to do 

to da Wte have shifted and terminated several of the former faculty will be everything required to maintain at 

some adminstrative people This has returning next year. Alsa the student least accreditation.” 

been vindicated by the board.” suit threats had ai^rently dissolved Concerning finances, Noonkester 

Trustees heard a report from with the development <rf a special reported to the Baptist Record after Miss Robinson Ed 

Noonkester and from Bob Pearce, an course which was taught in Laurel the February closed door meeting of tc^ether to establish a scholarship Louisville, Ky. 

adminstrator at Southern Baptist and which all the students passed. trustees that Carey needed $300,000 fund in her honor at Mississippi Col- - — - --- 

HosiMtal in New Orleans which houses Pearce, who noted that only five out placed into cash flow by the end of lege. The scholarship will benefit helped to establish this ^holarship 

June and he assigned various school needy junior or senior female were Sue Tbtum, Yazoo City; Mrs. W. 

areas the responsibility to raise the students who are preparing for Bap- E. Hannah, Clinton; Ethel 

money. He had told trustees the 
amount needed was $596,000 and that 
he was borrowing approximately half 
of that amount from local banks. 

During- the open portion of the 


By Ncrmaa Gough 

Miss Edwina Robinson, retired ex- the third execuUve secreary of the 

Mississippi WMU and remained in 

_ i, is that position until retirement in 1971 

special in the lives She continues to work part-time in the 

of maqy Mississip- Mississippi Baptikt Historical C<Mn- 

pians. Her Chris- mission office located in the Leland 

tian commitment Speed Library at Mississippi College. 

to missions educa- A native of Magee, she finished as 

tion has promoted the salutatorian of her class in that 

great endeavors south Mississippi community. She 

across Mississippi enrolled at Blue Mountain Cdl^ and 

and the nation. was graduated with a degree in 

1 FYiends of “Miss music. She taught for a year before at- 

have joined tending the WMU Training School in 

.. ^ 

Members of a committee who 


WMU, SBC Centennial 

reached on “grand scale’ 


Mission Board. Margaret May, Jackson; and Mrs. 

The annual award will come from Rachel Pyron, Jackson, chairman, 
an endowment fund established to “1 was surprised and delighted 
trustee meeting last week Noonkester recognize her untiring interest in mis- when they told me,” said Miss Robin- 
said that the cash flow picture was sions and desire to assist those enter- son. “My heart is young people study- 
better than he had been told — that ing mission work. Anyone interested ing for missions, so you can imagine 
the auditors had made a mistake in in contributing to this endowment 1 am thrilled to know that is what the 
their predictions by simply doubling may do so by sending their gift to The scholarship is for.” 
fall tuition income and failing to con- Edwina Robinson Scholarship Fund, Norman (Wtugh Is director. Office of 
sider about $450,000 in summer school Mississippi College. P. 0. Box 4005, Public Relations, Mississippi College, 
income — and that an unexpected Clinton, MS 39058. 

$67,000 was coming in from Pell r was in 1933 that Miss Robinson 
grants. began her work in mission organiza- 

Noonkester promised trustees he tions. serving as young people’s 
would build no more buildings while secretary for the Mississippi WMU. 
he was president of the college and Under her leadership, camping pro¬ 
grams for Girl’s Auxiliary, Royal Am- 
million in capital funds to pay for bassadors, and Young Women’s 
building debts. He also said the school Associations were begun, 
was having to write off $150,000 in bad Rej- dream of a centrally located 
debts at one third per year, recom- meeting site became a reality as 
mending substantial downpayments Camp Garaywa, Clinton, was 
from students at registration time. dedicated in 1947 
Also, Joe Riley, the new controller, in 1944 . Miss Robinson was selected 


(Continued from page 3) precede the live broadcast. It will air 
The final opportunity to contribute from 1:30-2 p.m. (EDT). 
to the WMU “Centennial Thank Offer- Announcements of the first Second 
ing” will be given on Saturday mom- C:entury Fund grant recipients will be 
ing. The offering was established to made during the Saturday afternoon 
help retire the debt on the WMU na- session. The Second Ontury Fund is 
tional headquarters building in Birm- an endowment program established 
ingham, Ala., and to provide a way to for the development of women’s work 
express thanksgiving for missions for missions around the world, 
leaders and organizations. Other activities include a Friday 

The Saturday afternoon session will afternoon “Celebration in the Park,” 
feature official representatives from which will have a country-fair at- 

associational WMU organizations mosphere complete with a quilt- he would attempt to raise $1 

across the country. The session will be judging contest, old-fashioned picnic 
aired live over Baptist Telecom- supper, strolling musicians, a fashion 
munication Network and ACTS Net- show, mimes and clowns. Participants 
work from 2-4 p.m. (EDT). A taped are encouraged to wear period 
review of Friday evening’s activities costumes to the park, as well as 
and the Saturday morning session will throughout the entire celebration. 

Throughout the day Friday, par¬ 
ticipants are encouraged to visit the 
old First Baptist Church for a re¬ 
enactment of activities there surroun¬ 
ding the formation of WMU in 1888. 

Costumed hostesses will also be at the 
site of the Broad Street .Methodist 
Church, the building in Which the 
organizational meeting took place. 

“Celebration Hall,” a historic ex¬ 
hibit depicting WMU’s 100-year 
On April 17, the Baptist Student history, will open at 10 a.m. Friday in 
Union of Jones (3ounty Junior (Allege Richmond Center. The exhibit • is 
recognized its students involved in designed for participants to ‘Walk 
missions projects in a special com- through time,” from WMU s early 
missioning service. days to the present. Centennial Hall 

A crowd numbering 85, which in- includes 85 exhibits and will be open 
eluded family and friends, showed on Friday and Saturday, 
support by pledging their prayers for Saturday evening centennial ban- 
the students. quets will offer Richmond the oppor- 

Three will serve as student summer tunity to host its largest sit-down 
missionaries: Melissa Gatlin in meal. Thirteen sites are accom- 
Wyoniing, Rayna Martin in Florida, modating more than 8,000 of the 
and Kevin Parker in Nevada. BSU celebration participants. 

Director John Sumner will take Richmond city officials are expec- 
anpther 10 students to Houston, Tex., ting the participants to pour more 
for a week’s of inner city missions, than $10 million into the city’s 
They are Paul Hendry, Gina Longina economy. One^business association 


FOR SALE: Tventy-six 12’ OAK 
Pt'WS. padded seat with maU’hing 
pulpit furniture. Available June 13, 
I9K8. One Hammond electric 
organ. Call Rev. Larry Hill, llar- 
risville Baptist Church, llar- 
risville, MS (601) 847-1937. 


When you need to 
make a decision 

(Continued from page 7) 
journey Joan and I, in our prayer 
times, would ask (}od to guide us to 
the people and places where he 
wanted us to go, and to give us the 
wisdom and courage to do what he 
wanted. 

One night, after a day spent large¬ 
ly in riding on planes and going 
through customs, I was immensely 
tired and discouraged. 1 asked, “Lord, 
did I make a mistake in coming? I 
don’t know anything I've done for you 


Jones BSU 

commissions 

volunteers 


IS PASSENGER/CUSTOMIZED 
VANS for your group trip. Plan 
now for summer vacations/ 
retreats. Call <6«I I 355-7433, Just A 
Ride. Inc. 


CHI RCH PEW CCSHIONS: 
Manufactured in out plant. For 
free estimate contact — Emmons 
Brothers, P. O. Box 186, Meridian. 
Miss. :»:W1. Since 1899. Phone iH«l) 
69:(-t43l. 


NASHVILLE (BP) — Uve gavel-ta 
gavel coverage of the 1988 Southern 
Baptist Convention in San Antonio. 

Ibxaa June 14-16, will be televised for 
the fourth consecutive year on the today.” 

Baptist Tblecommunication Network. In the middle of that night 1 awoke 
The signal from BTN will be and as I lay there. I remember that 
unscrambled to allow churches and Abraham had waited a long time for 
individuals who are not BTN his promised Isaac And it had been 
subscribers to view the sessions. a long time after Abraham's death 
The BTN signal is transmitted on that some of God's promises to him 
Spacenet 1 satellite, channel 21. had come to pass I felt God was say- 
As part of the coverage, five-minute ing to me, “You may never know on 
“SBC NewScene” updates will be pro- earth all the reasons why I wanted you 

to come here, but my Word will ac¬ 
complish that to which I sent it.” The 
greatest peace came to me then, and 
I quickly fell asleep. 

The following week, in Chiang-Mai, 
address, a session on business and Thailand, I learned one reason — 
resolutions, three times for elections perhaps the main reason — why God 

had sent Joan and me to Asia. I’ll 
write about that next week. 


USED SCHOOL BUSES FOR 
SALE; $850 and up. I^t us know 
what you arc looking for. Call Bill 
414-532-4936 collect. Wrightstown 
Bus Co.. Rt. I, Greeniraf, Wise; 
.VI126. 


GOD'S MIVEI) IHKTRINES of 
Grace: Ten radio messages 
(chapters). FRF'El 90« postage 
appreciated but not necessary. 
Ray's Study, Box 3435, Midland, 
TX 79704. 


Julia McDonald, Michelle McGuire, representative has edlled the meeti 
Jerry Morris, Melanie Musgrove, “a shot in the arm” for the city. 

Frank Pbrter, TVoy Pounds, and Twyla Satellite parking areas will be pro- vided at the beginning of each mom 
Ibrnple. Another five students will vided by several Richmond Baptist ing and evening session, 
serve as counselors in Mississippi churches. Information about the_ The SBC telecast will begin at 8 : If 
Baptist youth camps. Misty Moore satellite parking and shii^le services a.m., CDT, June 14. The first day’s ac 
and Melanie Musgrove will work at can be obtained at registration, which 
Camp Garaywa. and Shane Bounds, opens at 10 a.m. Friday. For anycm 
Paul Hendry, and Stacey Pickering arriving early, a tour and information 
will work at Central Hills Baptist desk will be open in Richmond Center of officers and numerous agency 
Retreat. on Thursday evening. reports. 


FOR SALE due to illness — 1987 
Ford VAN E-350 Clubwagon X-L. 
Good condition. 15 passenger. 
Perfect for church bus. (601) 
625-7127. 








Just for 
the Record 


A word about .quiltjB r j 

The Baptist Record has this year published many pictures of WMU 
ceptennial quilts — made by churches, associations, arid individuals. 
Bcicause of the large number of pictures received and the paper’s limited 
space, pictures of the quilts cannot be used after this week. This week 
was chosen as the stopping point because the WMU, SBC centenmal 
celebration takes place this weekend in Richmond. 


Gk)dfrey, wife found dead 

niversary May 4. Both were active in 


... (Continued on page 
VMU centennial chairman, Corinth Southwestern Baptist Theological First Baptist Church of Memphis, 
ands beside the display which has been Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas. His The G^reys are survived three 
;h sanctuary in celebration of the WMU entire career was spent in children: daughter Cynthia Ann 
piay includes the centennial quilt, which Brotherliood work. Last year Grand Epl^ Chattanooga, Thnn., and sons 
quin dressed in old-tashioned wearing ap- (^apyon recognized his career with an William Timothy and Richard Nor- 
nk, the open Bible, and centennial poeters. honorary doctorate man of Memphis ; and two 

be climaxed on May 15 with “Old Fashion- “This is an incalculable loss for the grandcWldrem . 

rctv Grant Clark is interim pastor. Brotherhood Commission,” said ! 

Kenneth Jones, pastor (rf Ephesus Smith. ‘Tliere was no one as commit- ^ . tiinph<»nn 

Church, was recenUy evangelist for ted to the involvement of men and _articiDants wUl be served at the 
revival a^mmanuel Church in b^ ™io^ as Nc^mam 

Walnut Grove the embodiment of it. We can fill the „ __ . .. . 

His s<m, Mark Jones, minister of position, but we cannot replace him.” • on 

j .u 4 rn-i •*. —E. ■ vided from the commission to the 

miBic and youthat^ty Chui^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Cai^ge, directed the music. Leroy pennington, ^ bom in Holbrook -* 

Callahan Sr. IS pastor at Eininanuel. ^ ^ maximum attention, it’s 

Oakland Church, Corinth, will have students at Grand Canyon.'They hard to beat a good, big mistake.” 
a Bible Conference May 22-25. Ser- celebrated their 32nd wedding an- — GAZE'TTE 

vices will be at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m. on f ■ ■■ ■ ■ ■ ‘ 

Sunday, and 12 nowi and 7 p.m., Mon.- 
Wed. Ron Dunn, founder of Lifestyle 
Ministries, Irving, Ttex., will be the 

speaker. I^ndy Bostick is pastor. | 


Members of the Woman’s Missionary Union of Oakland 
Heights Church, Meridian, are shown working on the centerv 
nial quilt they recently completed. The quilt is on'display in 
the education building of the church. 


Slayden Church WMU, Marshall Association, presented a centennial quilt, which 
the members graphed, pieced, set together, and quilted. Presentation, dedication, Carey Chapel Church. Red Banks, 
and study were done Sunday evening, April 10. will have a Bible Conference, May 

This-globe-shaped quilt was done in two months. Co-ordinators were Mrs. Lois 15-20, at 7 p.m. nightly and 10 a.m., 
Mackey, left, and Mrs. Sallie R. Brewer, right. Thirty persons were involved in mak- Mon.-Wed. morning seminars. Peter 
ing the quilt and presented the history. The pastor is Lee Castle; WMU director is Lord will be the conference leader. 
Mrs. Faye Sanders. Ken Bradley is pastor. 

High Attendance Day in Sunday 
School at Pearl Hill Church, Leake 
Association, was set Feb. 28. The goal 
was 125. 

When the count was taken, 135 were 
in attendance. Following that day, 
through the month of March, the 
average attendance was 116. The 
enrollment has grown from 79 last 
November to 112 now. 

, The growth is attributed to several 
factors, according to Eddie Pilgrim, 
pastor. “The Growth Spriral was 
started last November and the people 
really took interest. Much credit goes 
also to the dedication of Jimmy In¬ 
gram, Sunday School director, and to 
the fine group of loyal Sunday School 
teachers.” 'ITe church has baptized 
four and has received 13 by letter 
since January. 


SATELLITE NETWORK. INC 


FfltOAV SATURO^Y 

** tuatey Schvoi 


TfLi. 


Don Oliver began last February as (Convention Board staffer Richard 

B minister of youth Alford resigned at the end of April. 

at First Church, Alford has been language missions 
Houston. consultant in the (Coc^rative Mission 

A native of Hat- Department since 1978. 
tiesburg, Oliver is 
a graduate of 
Southwestern Sem¬ 
inary. 

A1 Gaspard is 
Oliver pastor. 

Wilson Henderson has resigned as 
minister of music/senior adults at 
First Church, (Columbus, effective 
May 22. Henderson went to Columbus 
in 1978. He will move with his family 
to Dalewood (Church, Nashville, Tenn. 

George S. Kelly, former pastor of 
First (Church of Lyman in Gulf Coast 
Association, has retired. He and his 

C§ wife, Betty, reside 
at 706 Bayberry 
Drive, New (Carli¬ 
sle, Ohio 45344, 
telephone (513) 

845-3458. 

Kelly served at 
First Church of 
Lyman from 1961 
to 1964 after serv- 


First, Amory, will 
celebrate lOOth yea 


First (Church, Amory, will celebrate 
its centennial weekend beginning 
Saturday, May 14, and continue 
through Sunday. 


Gore Springs 
WMU celebrates 


’It'L.. 


AVAILABLE IN THESE AREAS 


.BrandOfVPMn Rantun County Cabto CIt 35 

Bay Springs Video Inc. Ch 15 

Bruce WWco/Bruca Cable Ch 8 

WCJ7BN Low Power TV Ch 7 

Calhoun City Calhoun Antenna Ch 4 

Cleveland Wkmer Amex Cable Ch 10 

Greenville McCaw Cable Ch 15 

HoRandale Broadband Cable Ch 17 

Jackson Capitol Cable Ch 14 

Meridian Comcasi Cable Ch 31 

Hattieeburg UA. Cable Ch 8 

Laurel Laurel Conrniumty Cable Ch 18 


For Information contact 


Farrell Blankenship 
Miss. Baptist Conv Bd 
P 0 Box 530 
Jackson. MS 39205 














Jesus exercises authority over disease and nature 


By Gayle Alexander 
" Matthew 8:1-34 

The lesson last Sunday closed with the peo¬ 
ple being amazed at the authority of Christ The 
book of Matthew closes with Jesus saying; “All 
power is given unto me in 
I heaven and in earth” 
(28:20). Authority is the 
right to do something and 
power has to do with the 
I ability to carry it out. lb il¬ 
lustrate, one policeman may 
have the authority to arrest 
a gang of thugs but he may 
lack the power to do it. A 
Alexander general may have the power 
tQ move against an enemy but may la^ the 
authority. Jesus has both the authority and the 
power in all heaven and earth. Tbday’s lesson 
begins to examine that authority more fully. 

Jesus cleansed a leper (8:1-4). In the Old 
Ibstament this loathsome disease was made 
symbolic of sin’s effect upon man. Noteworthy 
here is that the leper approached Jesus. Such 
behavior was strictly forbidden. But more 
amazing was that Jesus reached out and touch¬ 
ed the man. It is difficult to imagine what a 
touch meant to one who probably had not been 



BIBLE BOOK 

touched since becoming a l^>er. The touch was 
a touch of healing whereby Jesus demonstrated 
his authority over disease. The leper was in¬ 
structed to show himself to the priest to fulfill 
the required sacrifices for being healed and to 
allow the priest to declare him clean so that he 
may mix socially. 

The healing of the centurion’s servant took 
place at Llapemaum. A centurion was the of¬ 
ficer in charge of 100 Roman soldiers. The peo¬ 
ple were amazed at the willingness of Jesus to 
go personally to the home of the centurion for 
the healing since homes of Gentiles were 
unclean for Jews to enter. 'Ilie protest of the cen¬ 
turion indicated both humility and faith. He felt 
unworthy that (Christ should come to his home. 
His faith was indicated under a powerful figure 
of authority. As a minor officer he could issue 
orders to subordinates and know those orders 
would be carried out without his presence to 
guarantee it. 

How much more so could (Christ, who 
possessed all authority, give a command and 
his will be done. In spite of Israel’s wealth of 
revelation, it was a (Entile whose faith in 


Chrisl’s authority glowed most brightly. The 
authority question was the main emph^is of 
the story. Jesus could heal at a distance. But 
also, the story reflects Jesus’s attitude toward 
Gentiles. Ministry to an unclean Jew, and an 
unclean Gentile, helps us see that barriers that 
divide humanity foil through dirist (Ephesians 
2:14). lb sit at the table with Abraham is im¬ 
agery of sharing in the banquet of the kingdom. 
Many non-Jews will share in that banquet. 

Healing and saving are with a view toward 
service Peter'^ mother-in-law was able to fulfill 
service after having been healed by Clirist. At 
sundown, the Sabbath being passed, nutny sick 
and demon-possessed were brought for healing. 
Jesus demonstrated his authority over the 
demon world by casting out demons with a 
word. Jesus spoke and things happened. Jesus 
dealt with the demon possession as a real 
phenomenon (note: E{rfiesians 2:1, 6:12). 

The cost of following Jesus is great (8:18-22). 
Jesus withdrew from the crowds because their 
main interest was in the miracles. Jesus fled 
from superficial popularity and compelled 
those who ^ght to follow him to consider the 
cost. Jesus saw in the proposal of the scribe to 
follow him a failure to estimate fully the rigors 


of true discipleship. The scribe did not know 
then that Jesus was going to the cross. Son of 
man is introduced here and was synonymous 
with son of (}od. It was a term for Messiah but 
free from political overtones and hence was the 
favorite term Jesus used to refer to himself. The 
second would-be disciple asked permission to 
go and bury his father. Jesus said in essence 
that he gave all and that he demanded all. Let 
the spiritually dead bury the physically dead. 
Loyalty to (Christ took precedence over family 
claims. 

llie world of nature is also under the constant 
authority of (Thrist (8:23-27). The fact of "his 
authority is driven home by the concluding 
statement: “What sort of man is this, that even 
the winds and sea obey him?” (8:27). Jesus 
rebuked the disciples for their fear and little 
faith. Through the centuries Christians have 
found in this story the authority and power of 
Christ to deliver from all the storms of life 

The chapter closes with Jesus casting 
demons out of two men of (Jedara. The ques¬ 
tion of the demons to Jesus; “What have we to 
do with one another?” is a legitimate question. 
When (Thrist comes, demons must go. 

Gayle Alexander is pastor. First, Tupelo. 


Empowered by the spirit: blessed assurance 


By M. Dean Register 

A. W. Tbzer once remarked that the “idea of 
the Holy Spirit held by the average church 
member is so vagw tis to te nearly non exis- 
Ceht.” tbzer’soomment may 
seem harsh, but actually be 
is telling the truth about an 
unfortunate and common 
perception. Ibo (rften the Ho¬ 
ly Spirit is forgotten or ig¬ 
nore completely and the 
tragedy of such neglect is 
manifested by the spiritual 
anemia that afflicts hun- 
Register dreds of churches. 

Hie New Ibstament speaks of the Holy Spirit 
not as a third god or as one third of God, but 
as God himself indwelling and empowering 
believers. The Spirit is personal. He takes up 
residence in a person’s life at the moment of 
salvation and continues to convicL comfort, and 
convince throughout the life of a Christian. 

Romans, chapter 8, is one of the most promi¬ 
nent statements on the Holy Spirit in all of 
Paul’s Epistles. In First (Corinthians 12-14, Paul 



LIFE AND WORK 

explains the use and abuse of the gifts of the 
Spirit, but in Romans 8, he discusses the work 
of the Spirit in the daily life of the believer. 

Several years ago I was teaching my five- 
year-old daughter to ride a bicycle. She was 
struggling to discover the proper balance and 
time after time she would fall, scrape her knee 
and promise, as only a little girl can, that she 
would never get on her bike again. Finally, the 
day arrived that she rode 20 or 30 feet while I 
jogged along beside her in case she started to 
fall. Her eyes sparkled with excitement as she 
exclaimed, “I’m doing iL Daddy!” Later that 
evening when things had calmed down, she 
came into my study, climbed into my lap, and 
said, “Daddy, it really is scary riding a bicy¬ 
cle, but I’m not afraid as long as you’re going 
with me.” My mind racbd to thoughts of my 
heavenly Father and bow often, when frighten¬ 
ing pressures and difficult situations threatened 
to defeat me, I had voiced the same feeling, 
“Lord, I’m not afraid as long as your Spirit is 


empowering me and sustaining me when I start 
to fall.” 

Paul makes it clear that the Holy Spirit 
dwells with us as believers (v. 9). Of course, the 
Spirit does not empower an unsaved person. 
Before a person is saved, he or she lives “in the 
flesh” and is dominated by sin- John makes it 
a point to state that believers are “bom of the 
Spirit” (John 3:8) and that the Spirit’s indwell¬ 
ing occurs at the time of regeneration (John 
14:17). 

Since the Holy Spirit resides in us, we are 
responsible to live for God (w. 12-13). Paul ex¬ 
plains that we are under obligation to the Spirit 
by yielding our bodies to that which is morally 
right and pure. We must exercise our will in 
cooperation with the Spirit’s enablement. 

Paul stresses, too, that the Holy Spirit, unites 
ail the redeemed into God’s great family (vv. 
14-15). The adoption metaphor was easily 
understood in Roman society. Adoption rested 
on the loving purpose of a benefactor who acted 
mercifully to include someone into his family. 
A legal adoption bestowed all rights and 
privileges on the beneficiary and its validity 
was permanent. Paul is saying that as (Chris¬ 


tians, the Holy Spirit confirms our position in 
the family of God and that position is 
irrevocable. 

Another crucial truth about the Holy Spirit’s 
ministry is that he is our compassionate com¬ 
panion in prayer (w. 26-27). Have you ever been 
so exhausted that you couldn’t think to pray? 
Have you ever been so burdened for a friend 
that you didn’t know what to say as you prayed 
for him? Paul must have experienced it tea 
because he says “the Spirit helps our infirmities 
for we do not know how to pray as we should.” 

The Greek word for “help” is composed of 
three words that linked together mean 
“together, face-to-face, take hold.” The Holy 
Spirit can take hold of a situation so that 
together with him we are able to deal with it. 
If that is not marvelous enough, Paul adds, that 
the “Spirit intercedes for us with groenings too 
deep for words.” The Spirit makes clear to the 
Father what we cannot articulate. It is such a 
blessed assurance to know that the Holy Spirit 
empowers us for service and ministers to us 
when we are side-lined! 

M. Dean Register it pastor. First. Gulfport. 


Maintain a confident faith; communicate it to others 


By Jimmy Mc(tee 
Hebrews 18:23; 11:3 

(Christians enjoy a covenant relationship with 
God in (Christ Jesus. Jesus, who died for us and 
who was resurrected from the grave, is our on¬ 
ly access to the Father. We 
enter his life by simple but 
genuine foith. The foith that 
saves works. 

This foith is described in 
Hebrews 11 as the realiza¬ 
tion of things hoped for and 
the evidence of things not 
seen. Faith is believing in 
and commitment to the 
truth of God. In the act of 
faith the believer is united to — fused together 
with — eternal 6od. By this faith we under¬ 
stand that God created the world out of nothing. 
God is above all and in all and is worthy of our 
love, trusL and devotion. In this foith we beUeve 
that Jesus is the Son of God, we accept Jesus’ 
work on the cross as sufficient for our salva¬ 
tion, and we commit our lives to Jesus in the 
confidence of present blessing and heavenly 
hope. 

Examples of this foith are numerous. In 
Hebrews U, the writer names 16 Old 'Ibstament 


UNIFORM 

faithfuls and underscores that their faith was 
focused on then yet-to-be-fulfilled promises of 
God. By faith th^ obtained God’s approval. In 
their faith, many others endured physical tor¬ 
ture and abuse unto death because they ex¬ 
pected a better, that is, a heavenly country. 

(genuine (Christian experience is assumed. In 
Hebrews 10:22, the writer introduces the first 
of three “let us” admonitions. 

(1) “Let us draw near” to God with a true 
heart of faith as those who are cleansed by the 
precious blood of Jesus. A reverent boldness is 
pi^ifOpted by Jesus as our high priest. 

(2) “Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he is faithful that 
promised” (verse 23). The “confession of our 
hope” acknowledges a valid encounter with God 
in salvation and underscores our expectations 
of heaven, lb Confess means to speak the same 
thing openly. At some point a public confession 
of (Christ has been made. The admonition is to 
hold fast without wavering. Wavering suggests 
doubt, disillusionment, and a slackened 
commitment. 

Jesus is faithful to God's promise. He does not 
change his mind. He can be counted upon to be 


true to himself and to those who believe on him. 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and 
forever” (Hebrews 13:8). As he is faithful, so 
ought believers to be. 

(3) “Let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and good works” (verse 24). Real 
(Christians are expected to love and to do good 
works. Jesus said “A new commandment I give 
unto you. that you love one another .... By this 
shall all men know that you are my 
disciples ...” (John 13:34-35). “We are his 
workmanship, created in (Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God has before ordained that we 
should walk in them” (Ephesians2:10). Iblove 
and to do good works is here assumed. (Chris¬ 
tians must be sensitive to one another in the 
church family so as to arouse and excite to good 
actions. 

It is at this point the writer insists that (Chris¬ 
tians are not to “forsake the assembling of 
ourselves together” < verse 25). This is plain talk 
about church attendance and participation, lb 
worship God, to engage in meaningful Bible 
study, and to be a significant partner in the 
church, the body of (ChrisL is ^ vital impor¬ 
tance to every Christian. As much as to find 
nurture and help for ourselves, faithful par¬ 
ticipation in the church family is important for 


the sake of encouraging and supporting other 
sin our pilgrimage with (irod. 

If personal Bible study and self development 
is all one is interested in, then excellent Bible 
study tapes are available for convenient listen¬ 
ing. Ibday, many earnest Bible students as well 
as nominal (Christians are casting a stumbling 
block in the path of tlieir own families and the 
church family by “fcnsaking the assembling of 
themselves together.” It is a sin to forsake G^b 
church and to influence others to do so Go back 
to church. 

Wilful sin after receiving the knowledge of 
truth raises a serious question about the ge¬ 
nuineness of salvation. There is no sacrifice for 
sins other than the blood of Jesus. If this is not 
effective in changing one's life, there is no hope. 

So “Cast not away your confidence, which has 
great recorapense of reward” (verse 35). Do not 
lose heart, yield to weariness, and give up 
before the finish. Be patient and endure so that 
after you do the will of God you will receive the 
promise. God’s will is that we believe and that 
we keep on keeping on. The just shall live by 
foith that is demonstrated in faithfulness, lb 
draw back is to raise the alarming question, 
“(Can that foith save him?” (James 2:14). 

Jimmy McGee is pastor. First, Grenada. 
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Fowerline 

for 

teens 


intimidating 
to be one 
who’s different” 
Question 


which you talk abourt your feelings 
and frustrations. E^ch of you can 
give important support and en¬ 
couragement to the others. 

Second, seek out persons who 
share some of your family’s in¬ 
terests and your am>roach to life. 
Friendships which cut across,^ 
racial lines are not easy to devdop 
and maintain. But participating 
together in some common interest, 
such as sports, a community pro¬ 
ject, chur^ activity, or a holiday 
oilebration can help break down 
s<»ne of the barriers. 

Check to see if there are any 
groups which are wwking to t»ing 
about greater understanding and 
harmony, such as a neighborhood 
improvement association or a 
social service organization. If so, 
join it; if not, start one. A local 
minister or the city councilman fw 
your district mi^ help. 

We encourage you to stand up 
Answer rights and not allow 

yourselves to be intimidated or 
Your letter demmistrates very victimized by unfair or harmful 
clearly that even though we have actions. But seek peaceful solu- 
mades(HneiHt>gressintbeareaof tions to these incidents by going 
humanrights, we still have a long through the {Ht>per channels to 
way to go on the American dream deal with them. Peiiiaps if you can 
of equality and justice for all. open up some lines of OMnmunica- 
One thing you can do is to work tion and understanding the unplea- 
IHgHfiglliga^our closeness and sant incidents will decrease and 
upwi n ae with your family. Have you can all begin to feel comfor- 
regular family conferences in table together. 

SOUTHERN BAPTIST RADKMV COMIMSSION / FORT WORTH, TX 7B1S0 


The new building and sign for Sylvarena Church, east of Raleigh on Highway 18, is shown above. 


Sylvarena dedicates building 


Sylvarena Church in Smith Associa¬ 
tion on May 1 dedicated a new 
building and observed homecoming. 

Earl Kelly, executive director- 
treasurer for the Mississippi Baptist 
Convention Board, was the speaker 
for the dedication service at the morn¬ 
ing worship hour. 

Lunch was served in the church’s 
gymnasium, and the homecoming 
service was in the afternoon. Five 
former pastors spoke during this ser¬ 
vice, and an ensemble from First 
Church, Jackson, sang four selections 
under the direction of Larry Black, 
minister of music. 

Robert Jackson, pastor of 
Sylvarena, was the master of 
ceremonies during the homecoming 
service 

The new facilities were completed 
at a cost (rf $400,000, which included 
furnishings and paving. During the 
time of construction, the church in- Dot Pray, keyboard specialist with 
creased by one-half of one percent its the Mississippi Baptist Church Music 
gifts to the Cooperative Program, Department, accompanied the First ~ 

associational missions, and the Church ensemble. . 

Children’s Village It also pledged The music direcUM- at Sylvarena, ' 

$9,000 to the Mississippi Mission, en- who directed the Sylvarena choir and 
dowment campaign for Mississippi the congregational singing, is Philip 
Baptists’ college and the Children’s Price. Annie Ainsworth is the 
Village organist, and Sheri Brewer and Pam ^ 

The former pastors who spoke were Waldrup are the pianists. \ 

W. E. Greene Hueston Atkins, Bobby * The Sylvarena choir presented ^ 

Hood, Ron Jordan, and William- special music during the afternoon ^ 

Ferrell. service. 

Special music, in addition to the Conunittee chairmen during the 
First Church, Jackson, ensemble was planning, building, and dedication ^ ^ 

presented by Sue Bush and Thresa periods were Kenneth James, ^ • 

Hyman at the afternoon service building; Joseph Houston, capital --- 

Former minister of music Dwayne funds; Elmo Burge prayer; Alton RobenJackson is pastor of Sylvarena 
Chapman spoke briefly during the Ishee program; Bill James, dedica- Church, 
afternoon service. Brad and Ihmmy tion day; Steve Flynt, arrangements; 

Jones sang during the morning and Mack Sullivan, long range 
service planning. 


Historical Commission 
adopts peace response 

NASHVILLE (BP) — Trustees of lege in Hannibal, Mo., moved to 
the Southern Baptist Convention ap- amend the response by adding, ‘The 
proved the employment of a full-time Commission also affirms the whole 
archivist for its central depository Bible as being not errant in any area 
and archives, adopted a response to of reality,” but the amendment was 
the SBC Peace Committee and defeated 2S-3 with one abstention, 
adopted a 1988-1989 record budget of 
$619,296 in their annual meeting April I 


Larry Black directs an enaemble from First Church, Jackson, during the Sylvarena 
Church building dedication and homecoming services. 


Homecomings 


Mississippi Baptist activities 

May 16-22 Associational Emphasis Week (HMB Emphasis) 

May 17 Associational Officers Interpretation Meeting; Alta Woods BC, 
Jackson; 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. (PD) 

May 20-21 Adult Camperaft Training; Central Hills Retreat; 6 p.m., 20th-2 
p.m., 21st (BRO) 


Box 530, Jackson, MS 39205 





